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A Patriot missile launcher 15 seen during the Blue Flag multinational air defense exercise

at the Ovda air force base, north of Eilat, Israel, Nov. 8, 2017. (AFP Photo)
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» The Main Enemy is at Home!

* Hands off Iran!

* Hands off Gaza! Hands off the whole Middle East!

* Down with the Israeli occupation!

* Down with the Warmongers!

» For arevolution against capitalism and imperialism!

e For a Socialist Federation of the Middle East!
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Military regime in crisis

Since the 2021 military coup, Myanmar has wit-
nessed revolutionary mass struggles. Millions took to the
streets to oppose the junta, but their efforts fell short of
toppling the regime. In the aftermath, armed guerrilla
warfare began to escalate across the country.

The First on October 27, 2023, the first phase of
“Operation 1027,” launched by the Northern Alliance,
inflicted significant losses on military positions in Lauk-
kai, an important city in the northern Shan state. The
second wave of the operation resumed in 2024, delivering
even heavier blows to the junta. The military suffered a
major defeat with the fall of Lashio—a strategically vital
city near the Chinese border—and the loss of the North-
eastern Regional Military Command headquarters to the
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA).

This marked the most devastating loss yet for the regime,

SihueeLr

prompting its leadership to urgently appeal to Beijing for
support.

In December 2024, the junta also lost the Western
Regional Command headquarters in Rakhine State. Apart
from three townships, nearly the entire state came under
the control of the Arakan Army (AA). This region holds
critical importance for China due to major infrastructure
investments, including the Kyauk Phyu Special Econom-
ic Zone, oil and gas pipelines linking the Bay of Bengal
to China’s Yunnan province, and a deep-sea port project
that would grant China direct access to the Indian Ocean.
Chinese state enterprise currently holds a 70 percent stake

of the port on a 50 year lease that could be extended to 75

years.

Other ethnic armed groups, including the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA) and the Kachin Inde-
pendence Army (KIA), have launched successful offen-

sives in Shan and Kachin States, capturing one township
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after another. TNLA and its allies have even advanced to
Naung Cho, a town not far from Mandalay, raising the
possibility of Myanmar’s second-largest city falling to
resistance forces. The regime appears increasingly shaken
and desperate.

Rampant corruption within the military, especial-
ly among the top brass, has further demoralized rank-and-
file soldiers, who feel abandoned by their leaders. While
the Arakan Army seized the Western Command, The
Junta regime’s top brass Min Aung Hlaing and his gener-
als were seen attending the closing ceremony of a nation-
al sports festival in Naypyidaw—an act that angered even
staunch regime supporters. The festival appeared to be a
propaganda effort to stir nationalism and divert public
attention from the regime’s deepening crisis.

Meanwhile, the International Criminal Court (ICC)
has been seeking to issue an arrest warrant for Min Aung
Hlaing over crimes against humanity related to the 2017
genocide of the Rohingya in Rakhine State. This legal
pressure further undermines the morale of junta forces,
already reeling from battlefield losses. In the face of
mounting internal turmoil, Min Aung Hlaing reshuffled
his inner circle in late 2024, appointing his loyalist Lieu-
tenant General Kyaw Swar Lin as Chief of the General
Staff.

Lacking a genuine social base, the regime has
resorted to brutal tactics, including indiscriminate air-

strikes targeting civilians. Az the time of writing, junta air

forces bombed a school in Depayin Township, Sagaing

Region—a horrific attack that claimed the lives of dozens

of schoolchildren and teachers. Such acts of terror under-
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score the regime’s desperation, yet they are insufficient to
ensure its survival. Increasingly, the junta depends on the
crucial support of Chinese and Russian imperial powers

to maintain its grip on power.

Chinese regime props up Myanmar junta

Following the fall of Lashio, Beijing swiftly dis-
patched top officials—Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Deng
Xijun, the Chinese Foreign Ministry’s Special Envoy for
Asian Affairs—to Naypyidaw. Their visit sparked specu-
lation about China’s stance, with some, including Yun Sun

writing in Nikkel Asia, suggesting that the Chinese Com-

munist Party (CCP) might be permanently shifting its
support toward the resistance forces. However, subsequent
developments made it clear that this was not the case.
Despite frequent claims of neutrality and non-in-
terference in Myanmar’s internal affairs, China’s actions

have consistently contradicted its rhetoric. Leaked meeting

munutes revealed the extent of China’s involvement. On
August 27, 2024, a confidential meeting was held in Pu’er,
in China’s Yunnan Province, between Deng Xijun and
leaders of the United Wa State Army. According to BBC
Burmese, citing sources close to the Wa group, the meet-
ing did take place and the leaked information appears

largely accurate.

Key Revelations from the Leaked
Document
Several critical points emerged from the leaked

document:
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1.Chinese Opposition to Extended Rebel Gains:
China strongly opposed the MNDAA and its allies extend-
ing Operation 1027, particularly their seizure of Lashio.
Beijing urged the groups to withdraw, viewing the take-
over as a destabilizing move.

2.The document reveals that China considers the
Myanmar military to be the founder of the modern state
and believes that neither the National Unity Government
(NUG) nor Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for De-
mocracy (NLD) can replace it—an assertion described as
“historically determined” [sic]. It is ironic that a represen-
tative of a self-proclaimed Communist state expressed
such a fatalist view of history. It also reflects Beijing’s
suspicion that the NUG and People’s Defense Forces
(PDFs) are U.S.-aligned proxies, posing a threat to China’s
strategic interests.

3.Red Line in Lashio and Strategic Concerns:
MNDAA’s occupation of Lashio was described as crossing
a red line for China, endangering bilateral relations and
threatening key Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) projects in
the region. The document also suggests this event could
open the door for Western intervention.

While Beijing appeared to tacitly support the initial
phase of Operation 1027, particularly as it helped disman-
tle transnational telecom and internet scam syndicates in
the border areas, it never intended to back a revolutionary
movement. The support was pragmatic: a way to pressure
the increasingly unreliable junta and maintain leverage.
The fall of Lashio, however, signaled a level of instabili-
ty China was unwilling to tolerate.

The Myanmar junta relied heavily on a lifeline
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provided by Beijing, which pressured the Kokang armed
forces to withdraw from Lashio. Simultaneously, the mil-
itary regime launched daily airstrikes and bombings on
the city, reducing much of it to rubble.

China also imposed a blockade on the Kokang
region, cutting off essential supplies such as electricity,
water, internet access, fuel, medicine, rice, and human
supplies as well. In addition, the United Wa State Army
was strictly prohibited from supplying arms and ammuni-
tion to resistance groups, including the MNDAA and
TNLA.

The general public remained unaware of this im-
perialist blockade until October. Thus, many were sur-
prised when the MNDAA issued a statement in early
September 2024, declaring that they would not engage in
military or political cooperation with pro-Western forces,
particularly the National Unity Government (NUG). The
MNDAA also affirmed that they would refrain from
launching offensives to seize Taunggyi, the capital of Shan
State, and Mandalay, Myanmar’s second-largest industri-
al center.

Eventually, under mounting pressure, the MNDAA
began withdrawing from Lashio in April 2025, following
negotiations with the junta held in China’s Yunnan prov-
ince. It has become evident that Beijing is now exerting
significant pressure on other members of the Northern
Alliance, particularly the TNLA. Backed by China, the
junta has demanded that the TNLA withdraw from all
territories seized during the Operation 1027 offensive. So
far, the TNLA has refused to comply, and talks have col-

lapsed. However, it remains uncertain whether they can

Page 20



gov.cn

withstand sustained Chinese pressure in the long term.

A continuation of domestic policy

The military’s coup in Myanmar in 2021 was not
aligned with Beijing’s interests, nor does China believe
that the junta can sustain its rule by force alone. This ex-
plains why it has_pressured the regime to hold elections
1n 2025, which is truly spectacular given that China itself
does not hold real elections. Yet, at the same time, China
1s sanctioning the northern resistance forces—those very
groups that came close to toppling the junta. Why this
contradiction?

Some leftists and pro-China analysts, such as a leading
member of the Communist Party of Burma (CPB) in a

BBC terview, argue that diplomatic relations do not

equate to political endorsement. However, this distinction

becomes increasingly hard to defend—especially when
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China continues to supply the junta with military jets. The
claim that these arms deals are based on prior agreements
and do not reflect ongoing support does not withstand
serious scrutiny.

While parts of the so-called “left” concede that
China backs authoritarian regimes like Myanmar’s junta,
they often ignore China’s fundamentally capitalist struc-
ture. Their argument is that the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP), despite its assertive foreign policy, is still imple-
menting “socialism with Chinese characteristics” in the
interest of the people. According to this view, China’s
support for the junta is merely a flawed foreign policy—
not a reflection of its internal economic system. From this
logic, they conclude that all that’s needed is to push for a
“patriotic line”—and leave it at that.

Such thinking fails to recognize the essential fact

that Chinese capitalism has evolved into monopoly capi-
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talism, i.e. imperialism. This is why Chinese foreign
policy in countries like Myanmar, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and
South Africa consistently advances imperialist objectives.
Contrary to the claims of pro-CCP Stalinists, the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) is not a benign infrastructure pro-
gram, but an imperialist project driven by the interests of
China’s ruling class.

As township after township fell to the Arakan
Army in Rakhine State, China moved urgently to protect
its strategic interests in the region, aware that it could no
longer rely on the Myanmar military. Despite a heavy
presence of navy forces and infantry battalions around
Kyaukphyu—a key port town—China established a
joint-venture security company with the junta to protect
its projects and personnel in the region. In return, the
junta received much-needed support from Beijing. Junta
leader Min Aung Hlaing’s repeated pledges to hold elec-
tions by the end of 2025 are widely seen as an effort to
placate China.

At this point, debating whether China is capitalist
has become tiresome—it clearly is. The Chinese economy
now suffers from an organic crisis of overproduction,
much like other capitalist systems. To navigate this crisis,
the CCP has employed the same capitalist tools as its
global counterparts. Class contradictions within Chinese
society are sharpening, with youth unemployment reach-
ing alarming levels.

In this context, the Chinese ruling class has ample
reason to fear the revolutionary spark spreading into its
own borders. The CCP does not oppose regime change in

Myanmar simply out of ideological loyalty or fear of a
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pro-Western liberal government. As the past decade has
shown, such governments have posed no serious threat to
Chinese capital. What the CCP truly fears is the fall of a
military regime through popular uprising—a scenario that
could ignite revolutionary momentum in Myanmar and
reverberate throughout the region, including within China
itself.

From a Marxist perspective, foreign policy is in-
separable from domestic class dynamics. China’s support
for the junta is not a foreign policy aberration, but a re-
flection of its internal capitalist contradictions. Historical-
ly, the CCP has supported Myanmar’s military regimes.

But this time, it may be backing the wrong horse.
Balancing between imperialist entrants

It was an open secret that the 1027 operations
could not have achieved overwhelming success in such a
short span of time without support from the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP) regime. This move was not only in-
tended to pressure the increasingly unreliable junta, but
also to counter the growing influence of other imperialist
powers—primarily Russia, and to a lesser extent, India.

As mentioned earlier, the military takeover did not
align with Beijing’s preference for a stable regime in its
backyard. However, the coup leader made a serious mis-
calculation driven by narrow self-interest. As a result, he
increasingly turned to Russia for support after the coup.

During Min Aung Hlaing’s fourth visit to Russia
in 2025, President Putin praised a 40% increase in bilat-

eral trade over the past year. In a symbolic gesture, the
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junta leader presented six elephants to Putin, reportedly

in exchange for six Russian fighter jets destined for Myan-

mar. Additionally, both sides signed an agreement to
construct a small-scale nuclear power plant in Myanmar,
which would alleviate the longstanding energy shortage
in the country that draws much ire from the masses. The
Myanmar military has also been deepening its ties with
the Russian armed forces, including close cooperation
between their respective air forces.

Following the 1988 uprising, China became the
primary supplier of military weapons to the Myanmar
regime. However, in an effort to reduce its overwhelming
dependence on China, the military government began
diversifying its arms sources by acquiring Russian-made
MiG-29 Fulcrum multi-role jet fighters, Mi-35 attack
helicopters, and Mi-17 transport helicopters—all of which
have been extensively deployed by the junta’s air force in
the ongoing civil war. Since the 2021 coup, Russia has
overtaken China as the largest provider of military support
to the junta. According to the Swedish think tank SIPRI,

Russia supplied Myanmar with military equipment worth
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US$276 million in the year following the coup, compared
to US$156 million from China.

In addition to military hardware support, Russia is
also planning to invest in the long-delayed Dawei project
on the Andaman Sea. This deep-sea port has the potential
to connect the Indian and Pacific Oceans, offering an al-
ternative transport route that bypasses the strategic Ma-

lacca Strait chokepoint. In a recent memorandum on the

port, signed in February 2025, Russia also tacitly promised
to build a oil refinery, which Myanmar desperately needs
as it has long been frustrated by being a crude oil produc-
er without being able to refine them for domestic use.
This move comes amid intensifying efforts by both
China and India to advance their respective strategic in-
frastructure projects in Myanmar. On one hand, China is
pushing forward with the development of the Kyaukphyu
Special Economic Zone (SEZ) and deep-sea port in Ra-
khine State; on the other, India is backing the $484 million
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project (KMTTP),
centered in Sittwe, which is aimed at enhancing India’s

regional influence in Southeast Asia. Out of interests of
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Indian imperialism to compete for influence over Myan-
mar with China, recently many India-based media outlets
repeatedly make unfounded claims that a proxy war be-
tween the US and China would imminently break out in
Myanmar, in order to fan up anti-Chinese sentiments.

At the same time, this helps explain China’s “car-
rot and stick” approach toward the Myanmar junta — a
strategy aimed at maintaining control while avoiding

complete destabilization.

The absence of the West

Notably, nowhere in this picture is the presence of
Western imperialism. For more than a decade, Western
imperialism has been on a steady retreat from Myanmar
and yielding way to China, and its last hope for a compra-
dor agent Aung San Suu Kyi whom they once lionised
soon turned over to China as she went into government in

2016.

According to official figures, today only 3 coun-

tries of G10 make the top 10 FDI countries in Myanmar:
the UK, Japan, and the Netherlands. Collectively they
make up only 11.67 percent of FDI in Myanmar. The US’
share is only 0.62 percent. These are dwarfed by China
(including Hong Kong)’s 34.23 percent. Of course, no
Western countries are given control over vital Burmese
infrastructures like China, Russia, and India at the present
time.

This explains why when the coup took place in
2021, the US Biden administration did very little in reply,

while the EU only implemented some toothless sanctions.
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It is not that they no longer harbor imperialist ambitions
over Myanmar. Rather, they are powerless to compete with
Chinese dominance over the country.

This also explains why the pro-Western NUG

representatives in Washington were only given a desk

space by the Biden government inside a shared office and
nothing more. What they have in abundance was neglect
and apathy from US imperialism. As the NUG’s press aide
Aye Chan Mon told the New York Times about the recep-
tion she often receives in Washington. “They don’t even
know how to pronounce Myanmar, they think it’s Yemen.”

The isolationist Trump administration is even less

interested in Myanmar. Trump even fired USAID officials

and workers after they arrived in Myanmar to join the
April earthquake relief efforts.

This sharply contrasts with the enormous amount
of attention that the US paid to Myanmar under the Obama
administration, when the US attempted to reassert Western
influence over the country with might and main. All this
came to a dead end soon after, and by now the West has
largely conceded Myanmar to China.

The retreat of the West from Myanmar expresses
a key feature of the present epoch of world capitalism: the
relative decline of US imperialism. Communists enthusi-
astically welcome the exit of the West from Myanmar,
though we’d prefer the masses give them a kick from the
rear rather than letting them leave on their own accord.
British and US imperialism bears the sole responsibility
placing Myanmar under the yoke of oppression, exploita-
tion, and backwardness. Much of the chaos that reigns in

the country has its origins in British colonial time.
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However, as we have seen in recent developments,
in the absence of a revolutionary socialist regime where
the working class and the oppressed masses hold power,
the retreat of the West does not automatically lead to any-
thing better. What we have today is a deeply inept and
corrupt military regime serving the interests of an equally
craven national bourgeoisie. This ruling class is turning
the country from the old imperialist powers into the hands
of new ones: China, Russia, and India.

Nevertheless, as we explained above, China and
Russia are not interested in the betterment of the Burmese
masses, even if they are the chief rivals of the West on the
world stage today. They are only interested in extracting
profits on behalf of their own capitalist interests, which
will involve the exploitation in the labor and resources of
Myanmar.

Rather than placing hope in a “relatively benign”
foreign power, Communists advocate for the Burmese
masses to take power on their own, in solidarity with the
Chinese, Russia, Indian, and all Southeast Asian workers
as a part of the regional and international revolution. That
is the only path out of the neverending instability and

backwardness.
The weakest link of Asian capitalism

Against the backdrop of imperialist meddling and
the unspeakable atrocities committed by the military re-
gime, the future of the Myanmar people may appear bleak.
However, this is only part of the picture. The junta’s total

dependence on foreign imperialist powers is not a sign of
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strength—it is a glaring symptom of its fragility. Far from
possessing a stable foundation, the regime is propped up
by external support and riddled with internal contradic-
tions.

Min Aung Hliang and co are only showing the
masses that they are willing to sell off their countries to
the highest bidders in order to preserve their own posi-
tions. The deepening crisis of capitalism, coupled with the
growing hatred and seething anger of the masses, has
created the conditions for a revolutionary explosion. Soon-
er or later, these combustible forces will converge into a
mass uprising.

Myanmar’s capitalist system is arguably the weak-
est link in the chain of Asian capitalism. As in Russia in
1917, it is often at the weakest link that capitalism breaks.
With any significant economic recovery, the working class
will begin to reassert itself and re-enter the historical stage
as a decisive force.

Once mobilized, the organized power of the pro-
letariat is unstoppable. Leading the oppressed masses of
Myanmar’s diverse ethnic groups, the working class will
not settle for mere regime change. Instead, it will push
forward to carry out the tasks of the socialist revolution

in Myanmar and beyond.
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. https://www.eurasiareview.com/09032025-un-role-in-bangladesh-regime-change-owned-u

. https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1ERBPwmXCW/

https://www.eurasiareview.com/17042025-chinese-covert-intervention-in-myanmar-amidst-possible-proxy-war-

with-us-oped/

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/plot-afoot-new-state-carved-out-bangladesh-myanmar-3617251

. https://nenews.in/neighbours/nascent-plan-involving-bangladesh-army-in-clandestine-us-backed-operations-in-ra-

khine-state-emerges/23592/
https://youtu.be/mOPHbSNAwWXE?si=wFHwvCqxLdQ _M1WB

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Bangladesh-turmoil/Bangladesh-and-India-move-to-dial-down-post-Hasina-tensions

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Bangladesh-says-Xi-would-consider-lowering-interest-on-Chi-

nese-loans
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arthquake;:

On 28 March, a devastating and massively destruc-
tive earthquake of magnitude 7.7 struck Myanmar with its
epicenter just 10 kilometres below the surface, near Man-
dalay, the country’s second largest city.

The death toll from the earthquake has soared to
more than five thousand. Several hundred people are still
missing. We cannot know the exact figure as the official
numbers released by the ruling military junta will be much
lower than the real figure. Mandalay and the nearby town
of Sagaing which sit along the Sagaing Fault — a major
meeting point of the Indian and the Sunda tectonic plates
— are now in ruins, littered with collapsed buildings, his-
toric sites and temples. Fires also broke out in Mandalay
immediately after the quake.

The power of this earthquake was demonstrated
by the collapse of an unfinished high-rise building in
Bangkok, which sat more than 1000 kilometres from the
epicenter. The shallowness of the 1200 kilometre Sagaing

fault, which cuts straight through Myanmar from North to
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South, explains the immense destruction of the Mandalay
earthquake across the country.

However, the power of the earthquake alone is not
enough to explain the high death toll and widespread de-
struction of infrastructure. As Lenin was fond of saying
“life teaches”: the people of Myanmar have learned nu-
merous times through bitter experience that the death tolls
of natural disasters in the country are intensified by the
ruling military regime. This was the case during Cyclone
Nargis in 2008, which unnecessarily claimed the lives of
hundreds of thousands. It was also the case during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the response to which was misman-
aged by the military regime of Min Aung Hliang.

This time, instead of launching a rescue effort to
save the victims of the recent earthquake, the junta con-
tinued to conduct the ongoing civil war, launching air-
strikes and killing civilians even on the day of the earth-
quake itself. This may surprise outside observers, but it

certainly does not surprise the oppressed people in Myan-
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mar. This is why we must point the finger at the ruling
military regime as the force most responsible for the
massive loss of life following the earthquake.

It has been reported that the chief of the junta is-
sued a rare call for international aid in response to the
disaster. But, in reality, the regime made several attempts
to block the entry of humanitarian aid into Myanmar. In
one shocking case, regime soldiers shot at a convoy sent
by the Chinese Red Cross into Shan State, not far from
Mandalay. A spokesperson for the regime admitted to this
but, as usual, gave nothing but hollow excuses.

Predictably, the military was completely absent
from all rescue efforts. Worse than this, a layer of the
military and their paramilitary thugs — namely the Pyu-
sawhti militias — threatened and tried to prevent the vol-
untary rescue teams of civilians from rescuing the injured.
The junta even enforced a curfew prohibiting rescue ac-
tivities after 10 PM. Adding insult to injury, the military

regime enforced a blackout, shutting down the internet

s Pl
mﬂgg Reulers
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and mobile networks, as well as all electricity, in the im-
pacted regions.

The ruling military regime readily makes use of
helicopters to kill civilians, but on not a single occasion
have these been used to rescue the victims of natural di-
sasters. The pitiless generals dared to complain that the
rescue teams lacked protective gloves, when they them-
selves have spent huge amounts of money stockpiling
weapons for mass murders.

To face a catastrophe like this, we need a
well-functioning healthcare system that can respond quick-
ly and effectively. Yet what have the Burmese military
generals done? They have recklessly spent public funds
on the military while allocating next to nothing for health-
care. And that’s not all. They have blacklisted, arrested,
imprisoned and even killed healthcare workers, most re-
cently with airstrikes in Sagaing region. Even before the
earthquake, they shut down some hospitals and clinics that

employed doctors and nurses who had been members of




the CDM (Civil Disobedience Movement), which oppos-
es the regime. With a healthcare system on the verge of
collapse, the country could not be less prepared for an
earthquake like this.

The responsibility of the military dictatorship does
not just fall on the uniformed military generals. It also falls
on their cronies, the big capitalists. They are all part of the
ruling class. They are the enemies of the oppressed people
as a whole, and they all deserve the blame for the recent
disaster.

For example, the collapse of the Sky Villa condo-
minium complex in Mandalay was not simply the product
of the intensity of the earthquake. Was it the fault of the
construction company? The architect? The bureaucrats
who issued the construction permits?

From a class perspective, the answer is clear. In a
capitalist system, the priority for capitalists is making
profit. As a result, the system puts profit before lives. Thus,
instead of building structures that can resist earthquakes,

they focus on maximizing profits.
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Commenting on the collapse of the Sky Villa com-
plex, a local geologist stated, “No matter how good the
quality of the building is, it won’t be able to withstand an
earthquake like this.” If that were true, they shouldn’t have
built a high-rise in such a location in the first place. They
definitely should not have advertised the building with a
guarantee that it was an “‘earthquake-resistant condo”. The
government that allowed the construction of such a build-
ing also bears full responsibility for its collapse. Geolo-
gists warned of the danger several decades ago. The
profit motive, not simply the earthquake, is fundamental-
ly at fault.

Ultimately, the capitalist class and their state,
which prioritises profit over everything, are the ones re-
sponsible. Military generals like Min Aung Hlaing are not
only state officials but also prominent capitalists. They and
their cronies are the ones who secured these business deals
and made a fortune stealing and squandering millions on
these dangerous public projects. This is why even two- or

three-story university buildings and hospitals — hardly




qualifying as high-rises — have collapsed and been de-
stroyed by this earthquake. For the bosses and the gener-
als, their profits matter more than the lives of patients,
healthcare workers, students, and teachers. That is why
they did not build anything to withstand earthquakes. And
that is why so many people have unnecessarily lost their
lives.

Naturally, it would be almost impossible to prevent
such a massive earthquake from causing any injuries or
deaths. But steps could have been taken in advance to
minimise the casualties. Instead, under this capitalist mil-
itary dictatorship, it is as if they have planned for the
maximum number of injuries and deaths.

We cannot yet predict precisely when, where, or
how strong an earthquake will be, but this does not mean
we have to sit back and take whatever nature throws at us.

While we cannot stop an earthquake from happen-
ing, we can take preventive measures to ensure the least
possible loss of life and injury. The technology and pro-
ductive forces to do so already exist.

Yet these productive forces are owned by a minori-
ty as private property, and they exploit them however they
please for their own profit. For the people of Burma,
stricken with civil war, the most obvious example is this:
an airplane can be used to save lives in times of disaster,
but it can also be used as a weapon of murder by blood-
thirsty military rulers.

If the capitalist system and the military dictatorship
in Myanmar were overthrown, we could easily use the
enormous resources that the junta wastes on civil war to

protect ourselves from the devastating impacts of natural

SthuceLE

disasters, including earthquakes. That is why the fight to
confront natural disasters is inherently linked to the class

struggle to abolish private property.

-Down with the military regime!

-Lives before profits! Not profits before lives!
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