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o Guerrilla Warfare ea0o&:0kaden -
“... Such is the principal back-
ground of the picture. Against this
background there stands out—un-
questionably as something partial,
secondary and auxiliary—the phe-
nomenon to the study and assess-
ment of which the present article is
devoted. What is this phenomenon?
What are its forms? What are its
causes? When did it arise and how
far has it spread? What is its signif-
icance in the general course of the
revolution? What is its relation to
the struggle of the working class
organised and led by Social-De-
mocracy? Such are the questions
which we must now proceed to ex-

amine after having sketched the

general background of the picture.

The phenomenon in which
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we are interested is the armed
struggle. (V.l. Lenin, Guerilla War-
fare, Vol. 11, Collected Works)
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“This form of struggle
was adopted as the preferable and
even exclusive form of social strug-
gle by the vagabond elements of
the population, the lumpen prole-

tariat and anarchist groups.” (lbid)
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“It is said that guerril-
la warfare brings the class-con-
scious proletarians into close as-
sociation with degraded, drunken
riff-raff. That is true. But it only
means that the party of the pro-
letariat can never regard guerrilla
warfare as the only, or even as the
chief, method of struggle; it means
that this method must be subor-
dinated to other methods, that it
must be commensurate with the
chief methods of warfare, and must

be ennobled by the enlightening

Page84

and organising influence of social-
ism. And without this latter condi-
tion, all, positively all, methods of
struggle in bourgeois society bring
the proletariat into close associa-
tion with the various non-proletar-
ian strata above and below it and,
if left to the spontaneous course of
events, become frayed, corrupted
and prostituted. (V.l. Lenin, Gueril-
la Warfare, Vol. 11, Collected Works)
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